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WHATðS INSIDE 
Welcome Back to a New Year  

Superintendent's Message  
Homecoming  

One Book One School Celebration  
Alumni Spotlight  
Student Spotlight  

Student of the Month/Mustang Highlights  
Misc.  
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Back in the saddle again  
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Next Step, Recovery 
 

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is widespread and continues to spread.  Education is 
certainly one of those areas where we are seeing and feeling the impacts of increased student 
absences, teacher absences and inconsistent forms of instruction.  The data shows that students 
across the country are performing lower on state and national assessments compared to previous 
years prior to the pandemic.  Montabella is no different and our local data shows similar results.  A 
number of students appear to be about a year behind academically. 
 

What do we do about it?  There is no magic answer that can make up a year of academic growth overnight but there are 
some strategies and practices that we can be put in place to help reduce that gap.  Montabella has already started some 
practices and we will continue to evaluate and increase or add strategies over the next few years to continue to reduce 
the gap.  Here are some of those strategies that are in place currently or in development:  summer school opportunities, 
additional intervention teacher at the elementary level, credit recovery opportunities, tutoring, and additional english 
classes focused on interventions. 
 
In addition to the academic struggles we are also seeing some increased social emotional needs.  The district has 
partnered with the Montcalm Care Network and Spectrum Health to provide increased opportunities for 
counseling.  Students are feeling the stress of the pandemic and the aftermath it has created.  It might be struggling 
academic performance or just lost social or school opportunities that are weighing heavy on their minds.  These services 
can be accessed by reaching out to the school principal. 
 
We are facing a tough challenge right now and we all understand that we canôt fix the issue overnight or even in a 
year.  Our focus is to try and see if we can get over a year of growth from our students this school year.  Taking this 
challenge step by step we are convinced we will see some progress in reducing that academic gap. 
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Freshman Representatives 

Sophomore Representatives 

Junior Representatives 

Keion Adams & Isabelle Storey 

Brady Carlson & Kalia Adams 

Jt Smith & Sydney Adgate 

2020 Reigning King & Queen 
Gavin Kent & Hannah Willis 

Caleb Theisen & Keylei Willemstein 

Ethan Buccieri & Makayla Alzamora 

Tristin Almanza & Julie Spohn 

Senior King & Queen Candidates 

Prince & Princess 
Easton Dawson & Harper Vincent 

2021 Homecoming 
King & Queen 

Ethan Buccieri & Kylei Willemstein 

Grand Marshals 
Tom & Gloria Smith 
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