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WHATõS INSIDE 

District Champs/Upcoming Events  

Superintendentõs Message 

Mustang Pride 

Top Ten  

Student Spotlight  

Student of the Month  

Senior Celebration 
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May 6ñDaddy Daughter Dance: 3-5:00 PM 

May 8ñHS Band Concert: 7:00 PM 

May 13ñHS Prom 6-10 PM 

May 12ñHS Band Concert: 7:00 PM 

May 12ñJR/SR High School library books due 

May 15ñElementary library books due  

May 16ñSeniors Last Day  

May 17ñ6th Grade Band Concert: 7:00 PM 

May 18ñJR. High  Band Concert: 6:00 PM 

May 18ñHonors Night for Seniors: 7:00 PM 

May 19ñKindergarten Graduation: 12:15 PM 

May 21ñGraduation: 6:00 PM 

May 26ñStudents Last Day of School 

/ƻŀŎƘ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎτ5ŀƛƭȅ bŜǿǎ /ƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ 

¶ /ŀǊŜŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ моот 
¶ мǎǘ ¢ŜŀƳ !ƭƭ a{!/ 
¶ 5ŀƛƭȅ bŜǿǎ tƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ 
¶ мǎǘ ¢ŜŀƳ !ƭƭ !ǊŜŀ 

¶ ./!a{ ¢ŜŀƳ CƛǊǎǘ !ǿŀǊŘ 
¶ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 
¶ a±t 
¶ {ǇƻǊǘǎ {ŎŜƴŜ 5ǊŜŀƳ ¢ŜŀƳ 

WΦ¢Φ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΥ 

9Ǿŀƴ WǳŘƎŜΩǎ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 

¶ мǎǘ ¢ŜŀƳ a{!/ 
¶ оǊŘ ¢ŜŀƳ !ƭƭ !ǊŜŀ 
¶ !ƭƭ !ǊŜŀ 5ŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ 

¶ 5ŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ a±t 
¶ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 
¶ {ǇƻǊǘǎ {ŎŜƴŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ aŜƴǝƻƴ 

5ǊŜǿ YŜƭǎŜȅΩǎ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 
¶ мǎǘ ¢ŜŀƳ a{!/ 
¶ нƴŘ ¢ŜŀƳ !ƭƭ !ǊŜŀ 
¶ άaƛŎǊƻǿŀǾŜέ !ǿŀǊŘτŎƻǳƭŘ 

ƎŜǘ Ƙƻǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘǳǊǊȅ 
¶ {ǇƻǊǘǎ {ŎŜƴŜ IƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ 
aŜƴǝƻƴ 

wŀȅŎŜ {ŀŎƪŜǧΩǎ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 
¶ a{!/ IƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ aŜƴǝƻƴ ¶ 5ŀƛƭȅ bŜǿǎ IƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ 

aŜƴǝƻƴ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 

tƘƻǘƻ /ǊŜŘƛǘΥ WƛƳ ±ŀƴ ¢ŀǘŜƴƘƻǾŜ 



 

Montabellaõs Use of Federal Relief Funds 
Three years ago the state, nation and world faced an unprecedented challenge with the start of the COVID-19 virus.  We are 
hoping that in our lifetimes we wonõt see anything similar to that again.  The virus caused pain in many ways for all of us, too 
many to document in this article, but we gained some valuable knowledge and practices as a result of that challenge as 
well.  One of the benefits for schools was that due to the inconsistent educational environment funds were made available to 
schools to help support the inconsistent learning that transpired.  Montabella was a recipient of some of those funds and many 

of you might wonder where that money was spent. 
 

T h e Elementary and Secondary Schools Emergency Relief funds (ESSER) for schools were intended for schools to deal with the potential 
learning loss that students experienced due to COVID-19.  Montabella chose to invest a good portion of those resources into curriculum support 
and teacher training.  Knowing that the money was a one-time distribution, if we could provide additional resources and training it could have an 
impact on student learning for multiple years well after the funds were gone.  After receiving input from different stakeholders we began the 
process of determining which areas were of the biggest need and would have the highest potential impact on learning. 
 
New curriculum resources have been purchased or are in the process of being purchased for Elementary Math, Secondary Math, Elementary 
Reading and Secondary Spanish.  The resources are only the first step and the true impact on learning comes from the teacher so investments were 
made in training and development for our teachers.  This came in the form of specific training on the new curriculum resources, instructional 
coaches that work directly with teachers, and instructional consultants that were brought into the district. 
 
After just a few months of a few new practices and resources in place we are already seeing some initial indications that student learning is being 
impacted.  We canõt erase the learning time that was lost due to the pandemic but we can invest in our biggest asset, our staff, and help bridge as 
much of that gap as possible.  We are confident that we have the right staff that can make gains in the right direction for our students. 

 

 
ǿǿǿΦƳƻƴǘŀōŜƭƭŀΦŎƻƳ 
ǿǿǿΦƳƻƴǘŀōŜƭƭŀƳǳǎǘŀƴƎǎΦŎƻƳ ό!ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎύ 
 
aƻƴǘŀōŜƭƭŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
aƻƴǘŀōŜƭƭŀ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 
 

aǇǊƛŘŜψǎǘŀƳǇŜŘŜ όaǊΦ wƛƭŜȅύ 

Be Responsible 

Be Respectful 

Be Safe 

/ƘŀǊǘǿŜƭƭǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 

ŘƻǳƎƘƴǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ aǳǎǘŀƴƎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 5ƻǳƎƘƴǳǘǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀŘ όƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǳŜǎǘύ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 
aǊǎΦ /ƻƻƪϥǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǘƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƭ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ 
ƳŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀƎƘŜǩ 
ǇƛŜŎŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ǘŀǎƪΗ  

!ÕÔÉÓÍ !ÃÃÅÐÔÁÎÃÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ 7ÅÅË 
4ÏÄÁÙȟ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÈÁÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÁÕÔÉÓÍ ÔÈÁÎ ÅÖÅÒ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȢ "ÕÔ 
ÔÈÏÓÅ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÁÕÔÉÓÍ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÆÁÃÅ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ 
ÌÉÆÅȟ ÆÒÏÍ ÂÕÌÌÙÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÊÕÄÉÃÅȟ ÔÏ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÊÏÂ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ 
ÔÏ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÃÁÒÅȢ  
%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÉÓÍ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅÓ 
ÁÒÇÕÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÓÔÏÐ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ !ÕÔÉÓÔÉÃ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÎÅÅÄ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ 
Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ ɉ!ÕÔÉÓÍ 0ÁÒÅÎÔÉÎÇ -ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅɊ 



Model UN is back!  
After a 2 -year hiatus, the Montabella Model UN team is 

back in action. With 3 seniors from the 2020 team 

returning and a promising group of freshman and 

sophomores on the roster, they have been eager and ready 

to debate and address world issues and representing other 

nations from around the world. Montabella hopes to see 

this team prosper and grow in 

the future!  

On Saturday, March 18th, twelve students traveled to Kinawa Middle School to compete in the regional Science Olympiad competition. They competed in seven different events, 
medaling in three of them.  

¶ Ashlynn Davis, Keion Adams, Jadon Trost, Lillien Fuller, and Jade Burk competed in flight by building a rubber band powered airplane. Their plane did not crash and burn 
which earned them 6th place and a medal.  

¶ Peyton Webb and Ella Kotenko competed in Forensics where they had to solve who committed a murder by utilizing chromatography, hair analysis, and other scientific 
techniques. The girls were close to solving the murder earning them 6th place and a medal.  

¶ Kenzie Karcher and Natalie Ludwig took their knowledge of the human body and competed in Anatomy and Physiology. While completing a rigorous test they were able to 
out smart their opponents taking home 5th place and a medal.  

¶ Kenzie and Natalie also competed in Forestry.  

¶ Jlyn Chapman and Ashlynn Davis tried their hand in Rocks and Minerals. Their goal was to identify the different rocks and minerals by using their senses. They placed 7th 
coming up short of earning a medal.  

¶ Peyton and Ella also competed in Write-it-Do-it where Peyton wrote down directions on how to build an object. Ella was provided the materials and Peyton's directions to 
create the bizarre object.  

¶ Addyson Strohl and Jade Burk were testing the waters by building a bridge. This bridge was designed and built before the competition. The goal was to make the bridge weigh 
as little as possible while holding as much weight as possible. Their bridge weighed in at 54 grams and held over 9,000 grams! This earned them 8th place.  

¶ Ashlyn Binge and Ella Kotenko competed in Codebusters. They worked hard to decipher different codes using math, algorithms, and common sense. Unfortunately they came 
up short of earning a medal but they had a positive attitude and are looking to improve for next year!  

 
Overall the team took 9th place improving from previous years. They have worked hard and it is beginning to show! Montabella's Science Olympiad team has a bright future ahead 
of them!  

Science Olympiad  
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Spring is here, which means children are excited to get off the bus so they can play outside. As a reminder, when the are flashing it is 
important to slow down and be prepared to stop. When the lights are flashing red that means stop at a safe distance until the flashing lights are turned 
off. The kids are racing to get off the bus, please do not race to get around the bus when lights are flashing. Sometimes that fresh air hits those cute 
little faces and they forget about road safety. We as licensed drivers need to assume at any moment one could dart out unexpectedly. Please be aware 
of your surroundings, and be extra cautious when school buses are out. Please remind your student drivers about bus safety and state laws.  

!ǎƘƭȅƴΣ aǊΦ ŀƴŘ aǊǎΦ DƻǊƳƭŜȅΣ 

ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǘƻ ²ƘƛǘŜƘŀƭƭ IƛƎƘ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŬǊǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ 

ƭŜǾŜƭ {ƻƭƻ ϧ 9ƴǎŜƳōƭŜΦ !ǎƘƭȅƴ 

ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƅǳǘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ aǊǎΦ 

DƻǊƳƭŜȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƛŀƴƻΦ !ǎƘƭȅƴ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ м όǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊύ 

ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΗ  
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Off to the Races 
Track season is off and 
running at record speed! Three 
meets in and Dakota Dykhuis 
has already beat the school 
records in the 800m and 
1600m races. Cooper Bolton 
tied the pole vault school 
record of 13 feet and has plans 
to go even higher!  

Great job Mustangs! 



 

Ryan is the son of  Wendy and Kenny Binge.  He is graduating 2nd in his class. Ryan has 

participated in NHS, basketball, baseball, SADD, peer-to-peer, dual enrollment, and band. Ryan 

plans to attend the University of  Michigan where he will pursue a career in business.  

 

 
Sadie Quackenbush is the daughter of  Javan and Heather Quackenbush.  She is graduating 3rd 

in her class. Sadie has participated in NHS, Student Council, Cross Country, Track, Student 

Advisory, Dual Enrollment, Language Arts Team, Model U.N, Quizbowl, Solo and Ensemble, 

Honors Band, and Peer-to-Peer. Sadie plans to attend Hope College to pursue a career in 

political journalism.  

 

Kase is the son of  Stephen and Christa Jerome. He is graduating 4th in his class. Kase has 

participated in Robotics, NHS, and the Clay Target Team. He plans to attend GRCC to pursue a 

career in either Architecture or Culinary.  

Logan Peterson is the son of Duane and Kerri Peterson. He is graduating fifth in his class. Logan 

has participated in the Peer-to-Peer class his senior year. Logan plans to attend Ferris State 

University to pursue a career in automotive service technology.  

Dakota Dykhuis is the son of  Amanda and Justin Dykhuis. He is graduating 1st in his class. 

Dakota has participated in football, basketball, cross country, track, student council, SADD, NHS, 

& honors band.  He was also the senior class president. Dakota plans to attend Saginaw Valley State 

University to pursue a career as a pediatric anesthesiologist.  

 



 

 

 

 

J.T. is the son of Kevin and Karrie Smith. He is graduating 9th in his class. J.T. has participated in 

NHS, basketball, Model U.N, Language Arts team, football, and baseball. J.T. plans to attend 

Central Michigan University to pursue a career in Secondary Education.  

Stanley Fitzgerald is the son of Nicole and Kevin Hanses. He is graduating tenth in 

his class. Stanley has participated in YAC and Band. Stanley plans to attend Michigan 

State University for ROTC and to pursue a career in Engineering.  

 

Lily Lobert is the daughter of  Kellie and Bryan Lobert. She is graduating 7th in her class. Lily has 

participated in NHS, volleyball, basketball, SADD, and Student Council. She was also the senior class 

representative. Lily plans to attend Ferris State University to pursue a career in Dental Hygiene.  

Drew Kelsey is the son of Matt and Chris Kelsey. Drew Kelsey is graduating 8th in his class. He has 

played football (2 years), cross country  (1 year), track (2 years), band (4 years) and basketball (4 years). 

Drew is also a member of  the National Honors Society (3 years). Drew plans to attend college to 

pursue a degree in nursing.  

Kaitlynn Miller is the daughter of Geanna Mason. She is graduating 6th in her class. Kaitlynn has 

participated in NHS, SADD, Student Advisory, Student Council, and basketball. She also attended 

the Career Center, taking both the CNA and MA classes. Finishing both courses with certifications. 

Kaitlynn plans to attend MCC and transfer to Davenport University to pursue a career in the medical 

field.  



wŀȅ .ȅǊƻƴ !Ǿŀ {ǇŀŜǘƘ 9ƭŜŀƴŀ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ YŀǊǎǳƴ  
wƻǿƭŀƴŘ-{ŎƘǿŀǊȊ 

WƻƘƴƴȅ ²ŜƭƭŜǊ YŜƴƭŜȅ DŀǘŜƘƻǳǎŜ 9ǘƘŀƴ IŀǊŜ wŀŜ[ȅƴ tŀǊǊƛǎƘ .Ǌŀƴǘ Yŀƭƛǎ !ƴŘǊƛŀ tŜŀōƻŘȅ 

.ǊŀŜŘȅƴ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ !ƭƛǾƛŀ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ DŀōŜ DŀǊōŜǊ ¦ǊƛŀƘ 5ŀǾƛǎ /ŀŘŜƴŎŜ {ƴȅŘŜǊ ½ŀƴŜ YƻƻǇ /ŀƳŘŜƴ LǊŀƴƛ .ǊŀƴǘƭŜȅ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ tŀƛǘƻƴ ¢ƘǊǳǎƘ 

{ƻŬŀ !ǊƎǳƛƧƻ YƻǊōƛƴ [ƻƻƳƛǎ 

.Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ ²ŀƎƴŜǊ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ /ƻƳǇǘƻƴ 

/ŀȅŘŜƴ 5Ŝŀƭ WŜǊǊƛŎƪ tŀǳƭǎƻƴ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ  
YǳƪƭŜǿǎƪƛ 9ƳƳƛǧ IǳŘǎƻƴ 

{ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ {ƘŀǊƪŜȅ wŜŜǎŜ tƛǧǎ 

{ŜǊŜƴƛǘȅ ²ŀǧŜǊǎ bƻŀƘ !ǊƎŀƴōǊƛƎƘǘ 

9ƭƭŀ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ .ƻǿŜƴ ±ŀƭŀǎŜƪ 
DƛƭōŜǊǘ DǳƴƴŜǊ 
DƻǊōŜŀ [ŀƴŎŜ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘ 9ƳƳŀ YƛŜũ 9ƳƳŀ .ǳǊǎƭŜȅ .ƭŀƛƴŜ YƛŜũ /ƻƭǘŜƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ DŀǾƛƴ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ 

5Ω[ŜƘ .ŜŀǳƭƛŜǳ YŜƴȊƛŜ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ [ŀƴŘƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛǎ !ƛŘŜƴ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊ 

ϝϝϝtǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ aŀǧŜǊǎϝϝϝ 
{ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǿ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘƘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ōŜǧŜǊ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǊǘ wŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ Cw99 ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ о ƻǊ п-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘΦ !ǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ 

DǊŜŀǘ{ǘŀǊǘaƻƴǘŎŀƭƳΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ м-улл-ннт-нпот ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŜǎΦ 

)˻ g˻̳̭˻˳̹̼̅̚Ġ )˻ g˻̳̭̤̟̳̍˲̚˻Ġ )˻ k˨̅˻ 

WŜǎǎŜ ¢ŜǊǊŜƭƭ 




