
±ƻƭǳƳŜ ·[L± LǎǎǳŜ о 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлно 

WHATðS INSIDE 
ThinkFast Interactive  

Superintendent's Message  
Upcoming Events  

LAT/Team Bonding  
Mustang Art/Honor Roll  

Student Spotlight  
Student of the Month/Mustang Highlights  

Kindergarten Roundup  
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CŜōΦ млτtǊƻƧŜŎǘ DǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ {ǇŀƎƘŜǩ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ пΥол-сΥол ǇƳ 

CŜōΦ мр τ bƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭτ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ t5 

CŜōΦ му τ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ t¢h /ŀǊƴƛǾŀƭ м-п ǇƳ 

aŀǊŎƘ мр τ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 5ƛǎƳƛǎǎŀƭ мнΥмрǇƳτ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ t5 

aŀǊŎƘ мс τ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 5ƛǎƳƛǎǎŀƭ мнΥмрǇƳτ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 

aŀǊŎƘ нт-омτ bƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭτ{ǇǊƛƴƎ .ǊŜŀƪ 

!ǇǊƛƭ тτ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ t5τbƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

aŀȅ пτYƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ wƻǳƴŘǳǇ оΥол-сΥлл ǇƳ 

aŀȅ рτCƭŜȄ 5ŀȅΣ ǎƴƻǿ Řŀȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ƛŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 

hǳǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ōȅ ¢ƘƛƴƪCŀǎǘ LƴǘŜǊŀŎǝǾŜΦ ! ŘŀƴŎŜ 

ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΣ ǘŜŀƳ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƎƻƭŘ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ !ƳŀȊƻƴ ƎƛƊ ŎŀǊŘǎ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŀǘǎΣ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦ YŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ олл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘŀǎƪΣ ōǳǘ ¢ƘƛƴƪCŀǎǘ 

LƴǘŜǊŀŎǝǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŜũƻǊǘƭŜǎǎΦ tǊƻƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

ƛǎ ŦǳƴΗ  



Importance of Attendance  
Michigan State law requires that all children attend school regularly and as part of that law Montcalm 
County has developed a consistent truancy policy used across the county for those that have inconsistent 
attendance.  Montabellaõs attendance policy follows along with the county attendance or truancy 
policy.  Inconsistent attendance, specifically unexcused absences can lead to charges but our hope is to help 
families avoid that situation by having their children attend school on a regular basis. 
 
Truancy can certainly be a motivator to having children attend school on a regular basis but there are many 
other reasons that attendance is important for not only our students but all children.  Several studies have 

been conducted over the years to determine what has the biggest impact on students' learning.  They have studied technology 
programs, intervention programs, after-school programs, and many other educational practices to see what impact these practices have 
on student learning.  There are a number of things that showed a small impact on learning but one factor in just about every study had 
a huge impact over and over, the teacher.  Having students attend school on a regular basis, allows them access to the teacher, and 
having access to that instruction has the biggest impact on their learning.  
 
Another key factor of students attending school on a regular basis is the opportunity for face-to-face social interaction.  Students and 
adults communicate a lot socially through technology (social media, email, texting) and the number of opportunities to have face-to-
face conversations are dwindling.  Montabella Community School's mission is to prepare our students for a changing global society, 
and one of the ways that we help prepare them is by providing opportunities where they have to work together and solve problems as a 
group, vocalize their opinions or frustrations in the correct manner, read facial expressions and build relationships.  Some of these 
interactions can be replicated through technology but some of these important skills can only be achieved by students interacting with 
each other in person.  
 
Our goal is to have as many students regularly attending school so we can have the biggest impact possible in preparing them for their 
next steps in life.  We certainly understand that situations arise where absences are necessary and we know that students get 
sick.  The school and families working together to stress the importance of regular attendance can strengthen the educational 
experience and potentially impact not only the students but our community as a whole.  

1KD@RD RDD SGD G@MCANNJ NM .NMS@ADKK@½R @SSDMC@MBD ONKHBXq 5GD +Q¤4Q G@MCANNJ B@M AD ENTMC TMCDQ SGD +3¤43 4STCDMS 3DRNTQBDR tab and the 
elementary handbook can be found under Elementary Resources tab at www.montabella.com. The attendance policy for Jr/Sr High School students 
can be found on page 23. For the elementary, the attendance policy is found starting on page 6. Feel free to contact if you h ave questions. 

 
 
Every year the One Book 
One School committee 
selects one book to be read 
by everyone at home. This 
year, students are reading, 
άL {ǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
.ƭƛȊȊŀǊŘΣ муууέ by Lauren 
Tarshis. Students have a 
month of scheduled 
reading, theme days, trivia 
challenges, and will end 
with a fun closing 
a s s e m b l yñt h a t  a l s o 
includes prizes! 



!ōƻǾŜΥ aǊǎΦ DŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜ-ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

wƛƎƘǘΥ aƻƴǘŀōŜƭƭŀ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ t¢h 

ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ōƻƴŘƛƴƎΣ /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 

¢ŀƪŜΣ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎǘŀũΦ 

aƻƴǘŀōŜƭƭŀ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪŜǊΣ 

[ƛǎŀ aƻǊǘŜƴǎŜƴΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ Ŧǳƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΗ 



Mustang Language Arts Team Keep Their League Championship Title  

They did it again! Our Mustang Language Arts team won the MSAC League 
Championship! They had some setbacks along the way that could have slowed 
them down and take them out of the running, but they made it a point to 
work harder to pull off the championship! When sickness took out three of 
their players the others stepped up to fill some big shoes. Your determination 
and dedication is an exemplary 
display of Mustang PRIDE!  

  

    Way to Go Mustangs! 

(Above) Captains: JT Smith, Ella 
Kotenko, and Sadie Quackenbush 
 

Friendly Competition: Varsity Basketball vs Competitive Cheer 

The girls met up for some team bonding and a little friendly competition 
over Christmas break. It was decided that the team with the lowest 
score would have to join the other team for one practice.  
The basketball team won, so they decided they wanted to have the 
Cheer team join one of their post-game practices that they did not 
perform their best...where they knew there would be a lot of running!  


