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Importance of Attendance

Michigan State law requires that all children attend school regularly and as part of that law Montcalm
County has developed a consistent truancy policy used across the county for those that have inconsiste
attendance. Mont abel | ads attendance policy foll ows a
policy. Inconsistent attendance, specifically unexcused absences can lead to charges but our hope is to he
families avoid that situation by having their children attend school on a regular basis.

Truancy can certainly be a motivator to having children attend school on a regular basis but there are mar
other reasons that attendance is important for not only our students but all child@ewmeral studies have
been conducted over the years to determine what has the biggest impact on students' ledim#yghave studied technology
programs, intervention programs, af&chool programs, and many other educational practices to see what impact these phastces

on student learning.There are a number of things that showed a small impact on learning but one factor in just about dydradstu

a huge impact over and over, the teachgaving students attend school on a regular basis, allows them access to the t@adher,
having access to that instruction has the biggest impact on their learning.

Another key factor of students attending school on a regular basis is the opportunity féofiace social interactionStudents and
adults communicate a lot socially through technology (social media, email, texting) and the number of opportunities dodtave f
face conversations are dwindlinglontabella Community School's mission is to prepare our students for a changing global, societ
and one of the ways that we help prepare them is by providing opportunities where they have to work together and saiegsable
group, vocalize their opinions or frustrations in the correct manner, read facial expressions and build relatiocBehmpsothese
interactions can be replicated through technology but some of these important skills can only be achieved by studetitsgntérac
each other in person.

Our goal is to have as many students regularly attending school so we can have the biggest impact possible in pregaritigeihem
next steps in life. We certainly understand that situations arise where absences are necessary and we know that students g
sick. The school and families working together to stress the importance of regular attendance can strengthen the educatiol
experience and potentially impact not only the students but our community as a whole.
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elementary handbook can be found under Elementary Resources tab at www.montabella.com. The attendance policy for Jr/Sr High Shool students
can be found on page 23. For the elementary, the attendance policy is found starting on page 6. Feel free to contact if you h ave questions.

ONE BOOK
ONE SOHODL

Every year the One Book
One School committee
selects one book to be read
by everyone at home. This
year, students are reading,
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Tarshis. Students have a
month of scheduled
reading, theme days, trivia
challenges, and will end
with  a fun closing
assemblyi that also
includes prizes!
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Come out and help us show Kris Martin,
long time Blanchard resident, and
Montabella school employee, that we
stand with her as she fights cancer. All
money raised will go towards medical
bills and expenses.

$10/person—includes Pulled Pork

meal and water/pop.

$5 refillable solo cup while supply
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CARNIVAL

FEBRUARY 18, 2023 i1PM-UPHM
WRISTBANDS - $5 EACH QAW SS B e Coct roonaned
FAMILY - $20 RAFFLE] od e omnams,

E Q 3rd Prize: $250 Visa Gift Card
= 1 1 | ‘

February 10, 2023
4:30—6:30 PM
Free for children under 3
35 for ages 4-9
$10 for ages 10 and up
Montabella Elementary
Cafeteria
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Mustang Language Arts Team Keep Their League Championship Title

They did it again! Our Mustang Language Arts team won the MSAC Le
Championship! They had some setbacks along the way that could have
them down and take them out of the running, but they made it a poir
work harder to pull off the championship! When sickness took out thre
their players the others stepped up to fill some blg shoes Your determi
and dedication is an exemm ~

display of Mustang PRIDE!

(Above) Captalns JT Smith, Ella
Kotenko, and Sadie Quackenbush

Friendly Competition: Varsity Basketball vs Competitive Cheer

The girls met up for some team bonding and a little friendly competition
over Christmas break. It was decided that the team with the lowest
score would have to join the other team for one practice.

The basketball team won, so they decided they wanted to have the
Cheer team join one of their pegame practices that they did not
perform their best...where they knew there would be a lot of running!



